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Revelation 20:4 

 

So now John sees a heavenly vision – he saw thrones. This lets you know that if this is 

referring to Christians where our priorities should lie. We should have a heavenly focus.  

This judgment that was given to them has more of the connotation that judgment was 

given for them (or on their behalf). But the scripture does say that Christians will take 

part in judging the world (I Corinthians 6:2, 3) 

 

So now he mentions a “they.” This “they” that he is referring to cannot refer to anything 

above the word because there was no plural word mentioned other than nations that does 

not fit the rest of the context. So this has to be a forward looking pronoun? So who are 

these people who are sitting on these thrones?  Well there are 2 groups mentioned: 

• Souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony of Jesus and 

because of the word of God – Christian martyrs 

o Would Christian martyrs have come to life and reigned with Christ? Yes – 

they would have been immersed for the forgiveness of their sins and 

entered into the kingdom. 

• Those who had not worshiped the beast or his image and had not received the 

mark on their forehead or on their hand. 

o The way the NASB translates this – it appears that the second group of 

people are also listed as souls as well – but that should not be the case. 

The word “souls” usually throws people into believing that it is referring 

to heaven but that is not always the case (Acts 2:41). According to Jack 

Cottrell in his book “The Faith Once for All” he writes “This cannot be the 

same group as the martyrs, for contrary to what is implied in the NASB, 

there is no parallelism in the Greek phrasing translated ‘those who had 

been beheaded’ and ‘those who had not worshiped.’ The former phrase is 

a genitive participle and is correctly translated as modifying ‘souls.’ The 

latter phrase, however, is an aorist verb preceded by the nominative plural 

relative pronoun, hoitines (“whoever”), which is the subject. That hoitines 

is nominative, not genitive, means that it does not modify “souls,” i.e., 

John does not say that he saw the souls of those who had not worshiped 

the beast. However the latter group is connected with ‘I saw’ at the 

beginning of the verse, it is a broader category that the martyrs as such, 

and refers simply to whoever is not on Satan’s side, whether in heaven or 

on earth.” – Page 499        

o The rest of Revelation happens to speak a lot about this mark of the beast 

and the mark of God. You either have one or the other.  

� Mark of the Beast - Revelation 13:15-19 

� Mark of God – Revelation 7:1-3; 9:4; 14:1; 22:4 

o So these folks that Revelation 20 is referring to are those that did not have 

the Mark of the beast and thus they have the Mark of God – they are 

Christians. 

• So this group contains Christians – Christian martyrs and living Christians and 

they all come to life and reign with Christ for 1000 years. 
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Righteous – Mark of God Wicked – Mark of Beast 

Came to life and reigned for 1000 years Remained dead through the 1000 years 

Were part of the first resurrection Were part of second resurrection 

Second death has no power Died in the second death 

Reward of heaven Cast into the lake of fire 

 

 

Revelation 20:5 

 

The rest of the dead – who would that be referring to? This would be referring to those 

who were not Christians and died. They will come to life after this 1000 years is 

complete and then they will go to the second death – the lake of fire.  

 

Now verse 5 appears to be a little broken English. We read in verse 6 that those who take 

part in the first resurrection will be blessed and holy. Non-Christians that are resurrected 

at the end of time will not be blessed and holy when they are throne into the lake of fire. 

So this just seems to be a statement throne in the scripture about when the rest of the dead 

would come to life (through a physical bodily resurrection and judgment).  

 

But then John says that “this is the first resurrection” – speaking of the Christians that he 

had just been referring to – which seems to fit with the rest of the context.      

 

 

Revelation 20:1 

 

So this verse starts talking about an angel that is coming down out of heaven. This is very 

standard language in Revelation. And this angel is holding the key to the abyss and a 

great chain in his hand. What is this abyss that is referred to here? 

• Revelation mentions this in another location – Revelation 9:1-4 

o Now it can be shown from putting other scripture together that this star 

that fell out of heaven Satan himself – But he opens up the abyss and 

some of his band of destroyers start to come out.  

o So the abyss would be the place where demonic beings are confined 

while they await their final destiny.    

• But this angel is holding the key and the chain in his hand so he is planning on 

using those to do something. 

 

 

Revelation 20:2-3 

 

You see Satan here called by 4 names – the dragon, Satan, the serpent of old, and the 

devil. Why does John mention 4 names here – why not just Satan? These are all names 

used elsewhere but he uses them all together here. He is doing this to let you know of his 

ferociousness, his powers to deceive, and that he is the one seeking to destroy mankind 

by seeing that they all get cast into hell for all eternity.  
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Something is missing here: where is the battle should be talked about when God binds 

Satan? Don’t you think Satan would put up a fight before being chained up? This is used 

to show just how powerful God is. Look at how easily God binds him. In fact, the whole 

task is done by one of His angels. We must get the idea of dualism out of our minds. God 

and Satan are not equal being and they are not waging a big war amongst themselves. 

The war is for the minds of men not between God and Satan. Satan is more like us than 

he is like God. He is a created being and he functions through God. God could squash 

him at any point if He wanted to. But Satan is being used as God’s pawn.    

 

So now this verse mentions that the angel binds Satan. One of the big problems most 

people have is they have their own idea about what the word bind means – rather than 

how God uses the term. So the question is -   

 

Is Satan bound now? 

Acts 14:16 

This was the message of the world before Christ came along. All nations were allowed to 

go their own directions – other than Israel who had God as their leader. But then 

prophecies were stated of a coming savior and redeemer that would save His people. 

 

Luke 10:17-19 

So we see here that with the missionary spreading of the gospel, Jesus makes the 

following statement “I was watching Satan fall from heaven like lightning.” 

Satan was on his way out. 

 

John 12:30-32 

This is a very interesting piece of scripture – Here we have Greeks coming to Jesus which 

was very unusual in those days. And with the preaching of the gospel to these Gentiles, 

we see Jesus making the statement “the ruler of this world will be cast out.” So again as 

the gospel of the New Covenant is spread, Jesus is working on casting out Satan. That 

was one of the missions of Jesus while on earth. 

 

I John 3:7-8 

So one of the reasons Jesus came was to destroy the works of the devil.  

 

Hebrews 2:14 

Satan has been rendered powerless. 

Now – either Christ succeeded or Christ failed? Which one is it? I don’t think we should 

say that Christ failed in this attempt. Well did He get to finish this work? 

 

Matthew 12:24-29 

The word for “binds” in verse 29 is the exact same Greek word that is used in Revelation 

20:3. So Satan has been bound so his house can be plundered. We must remember that all 

non-Christians are under Satan’s control.  

 

I John 5:19 

So the whole world lies in the power of the evil one – Satan. 



 The Second Coming – Revelation 20 – Part 2 

 4 

 

So putting all of these scriptures together we get the following: The whole world was 

under the control of Satan – other than Israel. Christ came along, bound Satan, and 

established the church and its’ missionary focus. The church now through winning people 

to Christ are plundering Satan’s domain and building the domain of Christ – the church. 

Jesus said “I will build My church and the gates of Hades will not overpower it.”  

 

Don’t misunderstand this – Satan is bound so he cannot deceive the nations. There is still 

a lot he can do personally but he cannot deceive whole nations anymore – while bound. 

His is like a dog on a chain – he still has his circle of influence but he is bound from 

deceiving the nations. So during this time Satan is prevented from stopping the spread of 

the gospel by mounting an anti-Christian army against the church to destroy her.  

 

By the way Christians should be outside the range of the dog chain of Satan.  

James 4:7 – As long as we stay outside the influence of the dog chain, we are safe. 

 

This is the same scenario that is mentioned in Revelation 12: 

Revelation 12:1-6 

Christ is born and Satan wants to have him devoured. But Christ was going to eventually 

ascend to His throne at the right hand of God. And with all that being done, what was 

going to happen to Satan? 

Revelation 12:7-10 

Satan was thrown down – he was bound or cast out.  

 


